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and provided equitable remuneration for labour. The kamia is,
however, too powerless to set the law in motion and the position
has not been changed by the placing of this Act on the statute
book. But an agreement of this nature is hardly necessary. A
promissory note is quite enough. The Zamindars make it difficult
for the borrower to work for anybody else in the same locality
and in the event of his running away he would be considered a
dishonest debtor and consequently arrested. The fear of being
arrested hangs over the harwaha $ head and makes him serve
his master until conditions of work become intolerable. The
labourer who is indebted to the Zamindar has to work on reduced
wages and occasionally even without wages. " Wherever the
money-lender is an influential local notable, especially if he is
also the landlord, the ryot has to do free service when called
upon and when he fails to do so, civil or criminal suit may
follow/'l

We have seen that the usual way of securing the services of
a harwaha. is by giving him a loan. This initial advance or San-
wak, as it is called in some parts of the country, marks the
beginning of a series of advances which terminate with the
death 'or decamping of a harwaha. The amount of the initial and
subsequent advances is determined by conditions of demand
and supply. Thus in Bihar where it is comparatively easy to find
kamias the amount of money that has to be lent to a labourer
is less than the amount required in the U.P.

Inevitability of Indebtedness

It has already been pointed out that except in the Punjab
the incomes of harwahas and labourers are nowhere adequate
to meet even their minimum animal requirements. Under
such conditions indebtedness is unavoidable, and redemption
of debt only a remote possibility. While a free labourer may
have to go without food, the Zamindar sees to it that the harwaha
has something to eat. Indeed it is as much to the interest of a
Zamindar to keep the harwaha alive *s it is in a slave-owner's
interest to keep his slave alive. It is not only for subsistence
that the Zamindar has to lend to the harwaha but also for buying
clothes as well as for expenditure to be incurred in connexion

1 R. K. Mukerjee : Economic Problems of Modern India, p. 173.